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Learning for Life: Oak Lodge Curriculum Aims

Oak Lodge School is dedicated to providing a
curriculum that effectively delivers
personalised programmes to support both

academic achievement and holistic personal
growth.

Embedded structure and routine are essential
to our students' ability to regulate and engage

in learning and we seek to provide the
appropriate level of 'scaffolding' to support
individuals according to their needs.

A key aspect of our curriculum is to provide

practical and active learning experiences both
within and beyond the classroom.

Themes are used across the school to extend
students' interest across all subject areas and

allow for students to be able to link subjects,
concepts and skills together in a practical and
meaningful way.

Concepts are developed and consolidated

through revisiting and repetition as needed by
each individual student as they progress
through the school.

When designing and developing

our curriculum we focus on intent,
implementation and impact.



INTENT 
We want our curriculum to 
be:

• Tailored and relevant to individual learners’ needs

• Where every learner can succeed

• Based on each learner’s strengths motivations and interests

• Engaging, exciting, challenging, thought provoking and fun

• Meaningful, relevant and ambitious

• Aligned to long term outcomes for learners preparing them for life post 19



WHY ?

We believe that this will enable our 
students to become:

o Successful learners who engage, 
enjoy, make progress and achieve

o Assertive, independent, confident 
individuals who are equipped to 
live safe, healthy and happy lives

o Active citizens who are valued and 
who engage and make a positive 
contribution to the community 
using strengths and talents



IMPLEMENTATION 
What we offer to ensure we achieve our 
intentions:
o A sequence of carefully planned activities

o Personalised programs according to needs

o An environment that encourages learning

o Curriculum enrichment opportunities 

o Integration of concepts into thematic learning model

o Clear pathway in students' areas of strength and interest

o Life skills and relationships development across the breadth of study

o Choice and listening to student voice to build resilience alongside 

emotional support and structure

o Opportunities for ongoing growth and change

o Respect and tolerance for the entire community – both in school and 

in the wider world, promoting equality for all.



IMPACT
We believe this enables our students to...

...have greater independence

...be confident to 
communicate their needs

...experience happiness
and wellbeing

...achieve their aspirations



ENSURING ENGAGEMENT

Engagement 
for Learning

Facilitating and 
Understanding 

Communication

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Concepts

Ensuring 
Emotional 
Regulation

Meeting
Physical and 

Sensory Needs

Creative, Active 
and Motivating 

Activities

Growing 
Independence

In order for students to be able to engage in learning, we
aim to provide learning opportunities that:

• Allow students to use their own communication
methods effectively to express their thoughts and
ideas, as well as engage in the social side of learning
through communicating with peers and staff .

• Provide learning activities that are developmentally
appropriate and that give students the opportunity to
experience success, whilst building and consolidating
prior learning.

• Develop all students' 'toolkits' for emotional
regulation, both by themselves and with a partner.

• Take into account students' physical and sensory
needs, developing their understanding of themselves

and their ability to self advocate.

• Build skills towards independence in their learning
and wider experiences.

• Foster creativity, with active, motivating activities that
tap into students' individual interests.

• Ensure that student voice is promoted, taking into
account special interests and allowing students to

'vote' for areas in which to extend their learning each
half term



FOCUSING ON INDIVIDUAL PROGRESS
Each student's EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) is incorporated into teacher planning and
teachers formally assess against outcomes on a termly basis.

The EHCP outcomes are divided into 5 core areas. Progress against these outcomes is discussed at the
annual review every year.

o Cognition and Learning
o Communication and Interaction
o Social, Emotional and Mental Health
o Sensory and Physical
o Community and Independence/Preparation for Adulthood

This 'annual review' document also incorporates our other core assessment information including
academic data and SCERTS assessments.

The SCERTS (Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support) approach
underpins our entire ethos at Oak Lodge.

We feel that in order to secure engagement in learning a student must have the tools
to successfully communicate and the strategies to be able to emotionally regulate. These outcomes
are embedded into every student's EHCP and across the curriculum in all departments.

All activities are developmentally appropriate, meaningful and functional based on each student's
level of development. Sessions provide contexts for learning with adjustments and supports with
an emphasis on development of positive interactions with others.

We build positively on what students already know and what they can do. We provide well-structured
opportunities to learn skills and generalise these into natural environments, developing and extending
learning. Teaching aims to be relevant, functional and interesting for the learner alongside offering
opportunities for students to be creative and active.



Cognition and Learning:
This area highlights core skills and their practical application 
linked to specific curriculum areas such as Maths and 
English. Cognition and learning outcomes also aim to 
develop problem solving skills, student engagement and their 
ability to work independently. Students also work towards 
developing their strengths and interests in order to help 
inform their choices as they progress through the school and 
beyond.

Communication and 
Interaction:
This area addresses different functions of 
communication;
• to regulate themselves and manage 

their wants and needs,
• for social interaction,
• to collaborate and share experiences 

with others,
• to give, receive or find 

out information,

• for self-expression.
Often, outcomes in this section will 
closely link with the SCERTS framework.

Community and Independence/
Preparation for Adulthood:
This area centres on key life skills such as students' 
ability to;

• stay safe and healthy,
• access the community,
• develop independent living skills,
• develop employability skills
• be able to make choices and self - advocate
• manage transition
• use and manage money

Sensory and Physical:
Outcomes will address any sensory processing 
issues, sensory sensitivities and the ability to 
manage environmental factors including attention 
and arousal levels.
This area may also include outcomes relating to 
their physical development. Where needed 
outcomes will focus on fine and gross motor skills 
development as well as each student's ability to 
manage their own health and self -care needs.

Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health:
This area focuses on the ability to develop 
social relationships as well as to be able to 
recognise their own emotions as well as 
others'. Students learn strategies to 
help themselves emotionally regulate both by 
themselves and using other people to 
support. Often outcomes in this section will 
closely link with the SCERTS framework.

EHCP outcomes
(Education, Health 

and Care Plan)

EHCP AREAS



INTEGRATION OF THERAPIES
Alongside form tutors and specialist teachers, NHS therapists also help to form and develop the curriculum and individual programmes. Every student
in the school is assessed at the start of the academic year by the physiotherapy department to enable us to plan for any specific interventions needed
for individual students. The speech and language therapy team also assess all new starters and allocate them to a level of intervention according to
their needs: Universal, Targeted or Specialist. All students in the school experience the universal offer for their communication and physical and
sensory needs. The universal offers are detailed below.

Where a student is identified as needing support above the universal offer, therapists work with staff to ensure that any interventions are delivered as
part of everyday learning, allowing them to become more generalised for students instead of being exclusively isolated sessions.

o Specialist communication environment
o Differentiated curriculum
o Small class sizes
o Whole school / staff communication training delivered by the SLT
o Parent training / information sessions
o SLT working with school staff to identify and develop specific curriculum resources and lessons SLT supporting

staff to use the SCERTs framework through feedback to teachers and resources
o Review of the communication environment by SLT and feedback given to school staff
o Training in use of appropriate classroom - based supports and resources
o In-class modelling of specific approaches or interventions when required or identified as a concern

o Whole school / staff motor skills training delivered by the therapy team including training for
whole school interventions , e.g. Motor skills united
o Parent training / information on supporting their child’s motor skills development
o Daily sensory circuit
o Integration of physiotherapy programmes into PE lessons
o Small group interventions held by therapy team, e.g. fitness, core stability, proprioception
o Therapists to advise school staff (including subject specialist teachers) on activities or 

equipment suitable to maximise the participation of students with specific motor skills 
difficulties



Middle School (KS3) Core Subject Areas – timetabled classes

Middle School (KS3) Foundation Subject Areas – timetabled classes

Communication and English S.T.E.M
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths)

P.S.H.E
(Personal, Social, Health Education)

Creative Physical Development Understanding the World

Middle School: ensuring a broad and balanced curriculum
Classes in Middle School (KS3) are made up of students across years 7, 8 and 9. Students may move between classes during their time in Middle School
and so we have set up a rolling 3 year thematic plan that teachers differentiate according to individual and whole class needs. Students are timetabled
with classes in all our core and foundation subject areas. We have a strong emphasis on P.S.H.E as many of our students find this area particularly
challenging. Timetables are individual for each class, with subjects assigned to suit the needs of the group – this allows for flexibility in the timetable
and further adaptation for individuals. Students remain with their form tutor for most lessons of the week, with subject specialist teachers for cooking,
PE, Journeys, Music and Art. All classes are timetabled for various subjects such as PE dependent on their learning profile. However swimming is first
offered to individual students who require hydrotherapy as part of their physiotherapy programme, and then to the most complex groups of learners as
a priority.



Curriculum
Area

Linked frameworks Overview

Communication
and

English

National Curriculum English 
programme of study

SCERTS model - Social, 
Language and Conversation 
partner stages

EQUALS semi formal curriculum 
– My communication

Throughout the day, students are encouraged to develop their communication
skills – both in structured teaching sessions and during free time. All staff use the
SCERTS framework to help develop communication rich environments throughout
the school.
In addition to this, some classes have specific communication lessons or spend
form times in the day working on specific communication skills.
Attention Autism lessons encourage spontaneous communication in a fun and
sensory way, and Storytelling introduces or consolidates the text for the week
ready to inform students understanding of other subjects through the thematic
approach.
Texts are used in a 'power of reading' approach so themes and concepts are drawn
out of the words and imagery in the book. We carefully select the texts based on
the ideas within them, but also in the language used and ensuring that all our
students can experience success with their reading and comprehension of the text.
Students develop reading, communication and recording skills as part of their
English lessons, with laptops often being used in one of the lessons to support ICT
skills. Staff use the colourful semantics framework to help develop students'
understanding of the different types of word class (noun, adjective etc) which in

turn helps students to structure their written and spoken language.
Creative projects and drama are also frequently used to improve students'
engagement and understanding of literature, alongside focused teaching on
different nuances of language such as figures of speech. In terms of reading
comprehension, particular emphasis is placed on inference and understanding of
text, as many of our students have a relative strength in decoding words but
struggle with the interpretation of the meaning of what they have read.

Subject area overviews
We utilise a range of frameworks in order to map out the curriculum for students in the Middle School:
• The National Curriculum is used and adapted to suit the needs of our learners.
• The SCERTS framework in all three partner stages (social, language and conversation partner) is used to help support communication and

regulation across every area of school (see SCERTS links below for more information)
• The EQUALS semi formal curriculum is used to help plan sequences of lessons for our most complex learners.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://scerts.com/wp-content/uploads/SCERTS_2pg_3_16.pdf
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/


Curriculum 
Area

Linked frameworks Overview

S.T.E.M
Science, 

Technology, 

Engineering 
and Maths

National Curriculum - Maths 
programme of study

National Curriculum 
Science programme of 
study

National Curriculum 

Computing programme of 
study

National Curriculum 
Design Technology 

programme of study

EQUALS semi formal curriculum –
My Thinking and Problem Solving

S.T.E.M subjects are addressed through many lessons throughout the
week and the practical application of Maths (especially number) is a core
goal that feeds into all subjects. In addition to 'number,' students are
taught and assessed on 'geometry and measurement' and 'statistics' as
part of the Maths curriculum. Often, students are set problem solving
projects within Maths so that they can understand the practical
application in a concrete way as well as having the opportunity to solve
open ended puzzles and extend their own learning.

The approach to Science is also very practical, with experiments being
the catalysts for students to develop scientific methods, processes and
skills. Sensory science is also used to engage the interest of our students
as a mechanism for developing their curiosity in scientific concepts and
processes. Laptops are also allocated to classes for a STEM lesson each
week – allowing students to develop their understanding of using ICT to
extend their learning.

As an essential life skill, all students in the school access cooking from
year 7 onwards. Students develop an understanding of their own
preferences with food through having the opportunity to cook and taste
a wide range of dishes. Recipes are scaffolded to try to develop
independence and students have the opportunity to repeat dishes –
giving them the chance to work as independently as possible the second
time around. Students also apply their skills in measurement and
sequencing and develop an understanding of the scientific processes
involved in cooking.

Design and Technology – practical activities and the opportunity to
'design and make' features heavily within subjects across the
curriculum. During Creative Arts lessons students work towards
completing simple design and craft projects that they are often very
proud to show at the end of the week!

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-computing-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-computing-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-technology-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-technology-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/


Curriculu
m Area

Linked 
frameworks

Overview

P.S.H.E
Personal 
Social, 
Health 

Education

National Curriculum 
Citizenship programme 
of study

SCERTS model - Social, 
Language and 
Conversation partner 
stages

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum – My 
Independence, My play 
and leisure

Relationships and Sex 
Education (RSE) and 
health education

PSHE Association –
planning framework for 
pupils with SEND

P.S.H.E is a large part of the curriculum here at Oak Lodge. For many of our learners, the
concepts and skills taught in PSHE are the most challenging. Through the different
timetabled lessons, the topics covered are:

Self Awareness:
Personal Strengths and Skills, Kind and unkind behaviours, People who are special to
us, Getting on with others, Consent

Self care, support and safety:
Taking care of ourselves, Keeping safe and keeping safe online, Trust, Public and Private

Understanding and managing my emotions:
Identifying and expressing feelings, Managing strong feelings, Recognising emotions in others

Accessing the community and using transport safely:
Road safety awareness, Public transport, Leisure Awareness, Using Money

Healthy Lifestyles:
Healthy Eating, Taking care of physical health, Keeping well, Personal Hygiene and self
care skills

Changing and Growing (within Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)):
Baby to adult, Changes at puberty, Different types of relationships

The world I live in:
Respecting differences between people, Jobs people do, Rules and laws, Taking care of
the environment, Belonging to a community, Equality

Careers and KS3: Here at Oak Lodge, we strive to ensure good careers guidance for our
students in accordance with the 'Gatsby benchmarks.' In KS3, we start students on this
journey by encouraging students to start focusing on their skills and strengths and
recognising their own needs. Students also start to explore different workplaces and
jobs and start to link curriculum learning to different jobs and careers.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-citizenship-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-citizenship-programmes-of-study-for-key-stages-3-and-4
https://scerts.com/wp-content/uploads/SCERTS_2pg_3_16.pdf
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1019542/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/pshe-education-planning-framework-pupils-send-key


Curriculu
m Area

Linked 
frameworks

Overview

Creative National Curriculum
Art and Design programme 
of study

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum
– My Art and My Music

Creative projects help to interlink subjects across the curriculum. Students are encouraged
to develop their gross and fine motor skills through craft and art activities, as well as apply
these skills in developing their self-expression and demonstrating their understanding of
the topic/area of study. Art lessons also provide students with opportunities to experiment
with different processes and media to help them develop their own creative style.
The use of music and sound are used across subject areas to engage students and
encourage them to develop their understanding of pattern, rhythm and melody, along with
building their tolerance and understanding of sound and how it reflects their environment.

Physical 
Developm

ent

National Curriculum
PE programme of study

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum
– My Dance, My Physical 
Well-being

Through PE and motor skills, students develop their movement skills from their starting
point. The PE curriculum includes a broad range of sports and activities from dodgeball to
trampolining and activities are adapted to accommodate all students a regardless of
physical ability. PE also provides an opportunity for teaching teamwork and the role of
rules within team sports.
To complement this, all middle school classes have motor skills lessons, which use the
'Motor Skills United' programme , to target the seven key areas of difficulty:
• Hand/eye co-ordination
• Proprioception and body awareness
• Eye tracking
• Bi-lateral integration and crossing the midline
• Auditory and Visual perception
• Spatial Awareness
• Rhythm, Auditory/Visual sequencing

Understanding the 
World

National Curriculum
Geography programme of 
study

National Curriculum
History programme of study

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum
– The World About Me

Geography, History and Travel are interlinked in two lessons during the week: 'World
Around Me' and 'Journeys'. The world around me lessons allow students to link concepts
that arise from the theme to the real world, with a particular focus on local geography and
history. This is consolidated through Journeys lessons which also teaches about geography
and history but with the added focus of travel and the ability to use local transport
links. This provides a good starting point to developing students understanding of their
local area and ability to use transport and access the community safely, culminating in trips
out in the summer term. Additionally, key dates and celebrations are used to weave
in opportunities for students to explore and respect different cultures and backgrounds and
develop an understanding of their own roots and those of others. Coming together for key
celebration days help to celebrate all students’ individuality. (eg awareness days, children in
need etc.)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/


A Thematic Approach – sparking students' interest

The Middle School curriculum is delivered primarily through a thematic based approach. Thematic
learning is a holistic, integrated teaching approach that promotes wider coverage of the curriculum
through a variety of interconnected activities. Each half term, a theme from a popular culture reference
is used as a 'spark' point and becomes the catalyst for developing learning activities across the
curriculum. This includes using related texts in a 'power of reading' approach - linking the different
subject areas of the curriculum to the ideas and concepts raised in the stories, ensuring students
become immersed in the theme and have the opportunity to really explore the ideas raised.
The enables students to have:

o Connection - By selecting a theme that students are familiar with, we can teach the material
while drawing connections between the information that we are teaching and the student’s
previous understanding of that information – allowing students to build and consolidate their
learning.

o Variety – By using popular culture themes with linked texts, students have the opportunity
to engage with a wide range of concepts and topics whilst still enabling them to make connections
between texts and ideas. We also build on students' voices in having a week of each half term
where students can 'vote' to extend their learning on different texts and topics that have been
covered during the half term, developing their basic understanding of democracy and the value of
their opinion.

o Community of Learners – In Middle school, the thematic approach allows students to
share experiences and ideas around them to themes and stories they are all able to relate to. Each

week begins with storytelling, where all classes join together over zoom to share in the telling of
the story for that week. The week then culminates in a 'weekly review' where classes are invited to
share their work to the department over Zoom. This establishes a sense of community, allows
students to share experiences and provides an opportunity to celebrate everyone's success.



Autumn Half Term 1 – "Where you are"

'Where you are' is a prominent song
in the film, Moana. An adventurous
teenager sails out on a daring mission
to save her people. During her
journey, Moana meets the once-
mighty demigod Maui, who guides her
in her quest to become a master
wayfinder. Together, they sail across
the open ocean on an action-packed
voyage, encountering enormous
monsters and impossible odds. Along
the way, Moana fulfils the ancient
quest of her ancestors and discovers
the one thing she always sought: her
own identity.

Communication and literacy
The concepts of identity and recognising feelings provides the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: Mindful Mr Sloth
Sasha has one speed—fast. She loves to do lots of things, all at once, as fast as possible. Mr. Sloth has
one speed—slow. He loves to do things one at a time, at a nice, easy pace. Can Mr. Sloth’s mindful
ways teach Sasha to slow down and enjoy life? Best-selling author Katy Hudson gently weaves a
mindfulness theme into this unlikely friendship tale between an energetic girl and a sloth,
encouraging children to stop, breathe, and be present in every moment.

Narrative: The Fox and the star The book tells the story of Fox, who lives in the forest. One night he
loses his only friend, Star, who until then lit his way through the trees every night. Forced to confront
the blackness of the forest alone, Fox mourns his friend before learning how to enjoy life and the
world again without his former companion.

Narrative: Here comes Frankie When Frankie starts to play, amazing things happen! Frankie is a
quiet boy. He lives on a quiet street, with his quiet parents and his quiet dog and cat. But when
Frankie decides to learn the trumpet, the most incredible things happen! Colors, shapes, and smells
appear and everything begins to change. It looks as though life for quiet Frankie will never be quite
the same.

Written word focus: sequencing, sentenceconstruction, introduction to creative writing

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Ordinal numbers, Ordering numbers biggest to smallest,
Geometry and Measurement: Ordering groups of objects/shapes into patterns, size order, 2D shape recognition, creating images with 2D shapes
Statistics: Sorting and organising through colour and shape, tallying information into categories, plotting simple numerical information on graphs
Money: Looking at how much things cost and understanding what a simple class budget is. Roleplay shopping, using online shopping.
Time: – Timing activities and how long they take, races and ordering time, units of time
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Living things – understanding basic needs, benefits of exercise, heart rate, breathing rate
Plants–observation, identification, patterns in nature
Introducing light – looking at shadows, colour spectrum
Introducing sound–recognition, comparison

Cooking: Baking using exotic fruits including coconut, pineappleand banana.



Autumn Half Term 1 – "Where you are"

P.S.H.E
Emotional Wellbeing - Strategies to help us feel calm. Identifying the emotions in each zone relating to characters in stories. Calming and
alerting activities. What to do when we are lost. How to ask for help. What activities make us feel happy (eg music) ? How do you feel when
trying new things? How do different colours make us feel?

RSE – Concept circle – starting with me. What makes me? – my appearance and personality. My likes and dislikes – how have these changed
over time? How have I changed over time?

Life Skills – Voting for preferred activities. Shared interests. Social clubs.

Community – Leisure time activities. Skills and talents. How skills and talents can turn into jobs.

Creative – Artists and Makers
Monet – exploring colour and calm

Bridget Riley – optical illusions
Paul Klee – self portraits with colour and shape

Creative – Projects
Drama games – building relationships with new 

staff
Inclusive art – exploring drawing, monoprinting

Bubble blowing art work
Printing and stamping to create repeated patterns
Creating art using quiet/loud colours as a contrast

Junk modelling

Exploring the World
Australia - Oceania – travelling to the 

islands of French Polynesia. Maori
culture.

Local geography – what leisure activities 
are there in our local area?

Democracy – why do we vote for 
things? How the vote has changed in 

countries across the world.

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Dodgeball

PE Individual Skills: Dance, Swiss Ball
Motor Skills – Model-making, collage, 

movement sequencing, painting, copy the 
design, spot the difference, printing and 
stamping, sound sequencing, repeating 

patterns, leaf rubbing.

Key Dates and Celebrations
World Mental Health Day - 10th October

Special Interest Day – 21st October
Black History Month - October

Rabbit in the moon festival (Chinese) – 10th September
Rosh Hashanah (Jewish) - 26th-27th September
Navratri (Hindu) - 26th September – 4th October
Jinju Lantern Festival (Korean) - 1st-11th October

Diwali (Hindu) – 24th October



Autumn Half Term 2 – "The World es mi familia"

"The World es mi familia" is one of
the songs from Coco. The story
follows a 12-year-old boy named
Miguel who is accidentally
transported to the Land of the Dead,
where he seeks the help of his
deceased musician great-great-
grandfather to return him to his
family among the living and to reverse
his family's ban on music.

Communication and literacy
The concept of different kinds of families is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: The Smeds and The Smoos: The Smeds (who are red) never mix with the Smoos (who are
blue). So when a young Smed and Smoo fall in love, their families strongly disapprove. But peace is
restored and love conquers all in this happiest of love stories.

Narrative: The Queen's Orang-Utan A bored queen. A birthday wish. An outrageous orang-utan.
Everything's about to go bananas! Students will look at this text as part of 'Living with Orang-Utans'
week.

Poetry and Rhyme: How the Grinch stole Christmas The Grinch hated Christmas! The whole
Christmas season! Now, please don't ask why. No one quite knows the reason... With a heart two
sizes too small, the Grinch is the meanest creature you'll ever meet. He hates Christmas and the
whole festive season. But when he hatches a dastardly plot to steal Christmas, he's in for a big
surprise!

Written word focus: Sequencing, Adding adjectives, Place descriptions, Creating characters

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Recognising and ordering numbers, understanding half, quarter, multiples and counting in steps, place value, addition
Geometry and Measurement: position, direction and movement, positional language including turns and introducing angles,
Money: Creating a shopping list to a budget and using an online shop, comparing prices of gifts, values of coins and notes, adding using money
Time: – Chronology of events, Times of the day and night and how the dark gets earlier in the winter, telling the time
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Visiting space- introducing the universe, earth, moon and sun
Seasonal changes and the weather –observation, description, comparison, length of day
Living things and their habitats - Offspring, growth, skeletons and muscles, natural habitats
Everyday materials and their uses- identification, how are toys made? Changing the shape of solid objects

Cooking: Mexican and South American flavours



Autumn Half Term 2 – "The World es mi familia"

P.S.H.E
Emotional Wellbeing - How does it feel when people stop you from seeing your friends? Misconceptions of others. Staring to understand
prejudice. What is it like to feel bored? What can you do if you are feeling bored? What does it look like when you are out of control? What can help
when you feel like this?

RSE – Looking at personal identity – what contributes to who we are. Family trees and ancestry, looking at how humans grow over time, looking at
themselves from when they were a baby and seeing how they have changed. Concept circle focus - Families - different kinds of families.

Life Skills – Problem solving and linking the size of the problem to the size of the reaction. London landmarks –how would you get to Buckingham
Palace? Planning a journey using the tube.

Community – How do we pay for things? How do we earn money? What are different jobs that people do? Celebrations – how do people celebrate
different things? Why do people give presents?

Creative – Artists and Makers
Jacob Lawrence

Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera
Cartoonists (Tony Ross, Dr Seuss etc)

Creative – Projects
Stick transformation project

Art for wellbeing
Mexican inspired family tree
Orang Utan group artwork

Celebration Crafts

Exploring the World
Mexico – travelling to South America – looking at 

the history of Mexico and the ancient Mayan 
Civilisation

Orang-Utans and their habitats
Local Geography – looking at London landmarks

Queen Elizabeth II – life and reign
Celebrations – what traditions and conventions 

are included in different celebrations?

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Hockey/Volleyball

PE Individual Skills: Building fitness, 
Fundamental Skills

Motor Skills: torches (eye co-ordination), paper 
folding, rhythm and tapping, wrapping, daily 

sequence, memory cover, crafts, "I went to the 
shops and bought..." Collage,

Key Dates and Celebrations
World Science Day - 10th November

Remembrance (Armistice) Day – 11th November
Children in Need – 18th November

Living with Orang-Utans – Week beginning 28th November
Christmas Jumper Day – 8th December

Whole school cinema trip – 16th December
Hanukah (Jewish) - 28th November – 6th December

Christmas (Christian) - 25th December



Spring Half Term 1 – "Dream a little dream of me"

This song was written in 1931 and became
a popular standard in depression-era
America. Fabian Andre and Wilbur
Schwandt composed the music and Gus
Kahn wrote the lyrics. It was recorded by a
variety of singers, including Nat King Cole,
Michael Bublé, Bing Crosby, Louis
Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald.
Ella Jane Fitzgerald was an
American jazz singer, sometimes referred
to as the "First Lady of Song", "Queen of
Jazz", and "Lady Ella". She was noted for
her purity of tone, impeccable diction,
phrasing, timing, intonation, and a "horn-
like" improvisational ability, particularly in
her scat singing.

Communication and literacy
The concept of developing imagination is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: The girl and the dinosaur In a town by the seaside, Marianne is often seen foraging
on the beach. But she isn't playing with children her own age. Instead Marianne is alone, and
digging for dinosaur bones to build a special sort of companion. Then, one night, she goes to
sleep wishing with all her heart that her dinosaur might come to life . . . A very rare and special
book where the words and pictures take you on a magical journey far beyond the page.

Narrative: Gorilla Hannah loves gorillas but has never seen one. Her father's too busy to take
her to the zoo - or for anything else come to that. For her birthday, Hannah asks her father for a
gorilla - but is disappointed when she discovers that the gorilla she's got is just a toy one. But
then something extraordinary happens ... the toy turns into a real gorilla, who puts on her
father's hat and coat and takes her off for a magical visit to the zoo...

Narrative: By the light of the moon Ivan finds his new house strange and can't sleep. He lies
awake and then sees a shimmering light come down. The light turns into a creature called a
Moji, and it takes him on a fabulous night-time adventure, up high into space, bounding
through starlit forests and down deep into the oceans. Ivan has never had so much fun! And the
magical Moji shows him that soon the new house will feel like home.

Creative writing: Writing a 'dream'story

S.T.E.M
NumberConcepts: Numbers in measurement, multiplication to make a scale, simple fractions continued
Geometry and Measurement: Units of measure, comparing lengths,
Statistics: Using tables
Money: Looking at ticket costs, planning journeys and budget for trips
Time: – Sequencing events, estimating and comparing the length of time, units of time
ScientificConcepts and Experiments:
Dinosaurs and Fossils – categorisation of dinosaurs (herbivore, omnivore, carnivore) how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock
Structures and categorisation of Animals – describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals, classification, environmental changes and how
this impacts living things, introduction to evolution and adaptations over time
The moon in more detail – phases, rotation
Light – shadows, reflection, patterns in changing shadows
Cooking: Flavours from the USA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz


Spring Half Term 1 – "Dream a little dream of me"

P.S.H.E
Emotional Wellbeing - Loneliness – how does it feel? What can we do if we feel lonely? What does friendship look like? Understanding that
sometimes others may want to play and sometimes they might not. How to cope with significant changes eg moving house.

RSE – Public and Private – looking at public and private places and public and private parts of the body, recognising private places in the home

Life Skills – Understanding sleep and it's importance. Understanding sleep cycles. Bedtime routines. What can help you get a good night's sleep?
The effects of lack of sleep on the body and feelings.

Community – Looking at the difference between needs and wants, knowing that sometimes people cannot have all the things they
want. Developing an understanding of the process of earning money and how spending money is prioritised on needs not wants ie what things do
we have to buy? What things do we want to buy?

Creative – Artists and Makers
Pablo Picasso (The Dream)

Surrealism
Joan Miro (dream paintings)

Sir Frank Bowling
Creative – Projects

Expressive paintings – creating abstract art
Creating 'scat' melodies and rhythms – how 

to use your voice like an instrument
Creating imaginary creatures

'Dream' paintings and landscapes
day/night landscapes

Exploring the World
All about Ella. Learning about the life of Ella Fitzgerald and the 

history of big band and 'scat' music.
Local geography: Exploring different places to access music and 

the arts in the community –looking at local youth clubs.

Fossil sites around the world – where have dinosaur skeletons 
been discovered? What are museums? What jobs are 

associated with this work?

Looking at zoos – why do we have zoos? How do zoos help 
support conservation efforts? What jobs are associated with 

these ideas?

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Football
PE Individual Skills: Ball 

Skills/Body boarding
Motor Skills: sound sequencing, 

jigsaw, excavation of fossils, 
playdoh modelling, follow the 
light, follow the line, snipping, 

where's the gorilla?, sequencing, 
string drawings

Key Dates and Celebrations
New Year around the world (Hogmany, Ganjitsu, Singkran etc)
Dragon Dance - Chinese New Year (Chinese) - 22nd January

Vasant Panchami (Hindu)- 25th January
National Storytelling Week 30th January – 6th February

Children's Mental Health Week- 6th – 12th February
Shrove Tuesday 21st February

Rio Carnival 17th-25th February



Spring Half Term 2 – "Spoken Word"

"Spoken Word" is a song 
by British record 
production duo Chase & Status, 
featuring vocals from British 
rapper George the Poet. Chase & 
Status are an English electronic 
music duo. George the Poet, is a 
Peabody award-winning, 
British spoken-word artist, poet, 
rapper, and podcast host with an 
interest in social and political issues.[

Communication and literacy
The concept of using poetic features including rhyme and word placement is the starting point for
the texts below:

Poetry and Rhyme: From a Railway Carriage by Robert Louis Stevenson rom a Railway Carriage is a
poem by Robert Louis Stevenson, included within his 1885 collection A Child's Garden of Verses.'The
poem uses its rhythm to evoke the movement of a train.

Poetry and Rhyme: Happy Poems selected by Roger McGough Poems to make you smile! Critically
acclaimed poet Roger McGough has drawn together a fantastic collection of upbeat poems to bring
happiness into your day with this uplifting collection Happy Poems. He reminds us that happiness
can be found all around us in the everyday, in family, in books in nature and, of course, in our pets!

Poetry and Rhyme: Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl From Jack in the Beanstalk, Goldilocks and the
Three Bears to Little Red Riding Hood and the Three Little Pigs, wicked beasts, brazen crooks and a
ghastly giant star in these hilarious nursery rhymes with BITE!

Written word focus: Writing and performing poetry

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: One more and one less, number patterns and sequences, times tables and exploring visual patterns using hundred squares, basic fractions
Geometry and Measurement: Repeating patterns, measuring food and drink
Statistics: Identifying patterns and starting to respond to questions on data
Money: Ticket price comparisons, multiplication of prices
Time: – Patterns in time, adding on amounts of time, rhymes and mnemonics to remember the orders of weeks, months and how many days in each month
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Sound – Exploring how sound is made and modelling sound waves. Sound patterns. Observing and naming sounds while investigating the sense of hearing.
Body and movement –How do ears work? How does the ear affect balance?
Scientific patterns – introduction to patterns in science, introducing forces
Cooking: Loud foods – exploring different textures (crunchy, slurpy, etc) and strong flavours (sour, spicy etc)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_the_Poet


Spring Half Term 2 – "Spoken Word"

P.S.H.E
Emotional Wellbeing - Using music and sound as a regulation tool. What sounds are upsetting to you? What sounds do you find soothing? Finding calm in
repetition –routines and repeated movement. What words help us to feel calmer? What is self-talk? How can self talk help to keep us calm?

RSE – Publicand Private continued –public and private words and information. Online safety and keeping information safe. How words can affect others.

Life Skills – Using the train, planning a journey, costings, unexpected scenarios and how to manage them. Comparing values, belongings and the concept of
mine and not mine, stealing. Using words to help ourselves –asking questions.

Community – How can using words help us? How do we need to use our words out in the community? Asking for help. Why are words important when
working? What jobs are all about words? Beginning to understand application forms and interviews.

Creative – Artists and Makers
Mel Bochner
Steve Powers
Tom Phillips

Ben Eine
Creative – Projects

Music and art – linking sounds to visual
Writing lyrics to music
Word art and graffiti

Turning poetry into visual art

Exploring the World
Geography: Local visits –planning and visiting 

(Postal museum, Roald Dahl museum, Theatres)

History: The history of London theatre and 
performance

Famous poets throughout history: William 
Shakespeare, Robert Louis Stephenson, Langston 

Hughes, Lord Tennyson, William Blake, Roald 
Dahl

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Basketball

PE Individual Skills: New age bowls/boccia
Motor Skills: patterns, sand drawing, lacing, 

clapping sequences, block patterns, connect 4, 
dominos, peg boards, sound lotto

Key Dates and Celebrations
World Book Day– 2nd March

Holi (Hindu) - 6th March
Comic Relief – 18th March

Ramadan –22nd March
World poetry Day – 21st March

(World Down Syndrome Awareness Day –21st March)
(Epilepsy Awareness Day –26th March)

(Autism Awareness Week –27th March - 2nd April)
Oak Lodge Awareness Day (Celebrating the awareness days above) Friday 31st March 2022



Summer Half Term 1 – "Living for the city"

"Living for the City" is a 1973 single
by Stevie Wonder from
his Innervisions album. The song is
about a young black man who
experiences discrimination in looking
for work and eventually seeks to
escape to New York City (alluding to
the Second Great Migration) in hopes
of finding a new life. Through a series
of background noises and spoken
dialogue, the man reaches New York
by bus, but is then promptly framed
for a crime, arrested, convicted and
sentenced to ten years in prison.

Communication and literacy
The concept of cities and urban environments is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: The Secret sky garden Funni loves the old, disused car park, and spends a lot of time
there flying her kite and playing her recorder. But something is missing. Definitely. So Funni decides
to create a garden in the neglected space and after weeks of careful nurture, her garden in the sky
takes shape. One day, a little boy, Zoo, spots the square of colour amongst the grey from an
incoming flight, and decides to try to find it. And slowly, not only do Funni's flowers bloom, but a
very special friendship blossoms too.

Narrative: The last tree in the city The last tree is the City is a story about our environment and how
we can do things to keep it healthy and attractive.

Narrative: Wild a little girl who has known nothing but nature from birth-she was taught to talk by
birds, to eat by bears, and to play by foxes. She is unashamedly, irrefutably, irrepressibly wild. That
is, until she is snared by some very strange animals that look oddly like her, but they don't talk right,
eat right, or play correctly. She's puzzled by their behavior and their insistence on living in these
strange concrete structures: there's no green here, no animals, no trees, no rivers. Now she lives in
the comfort of civilization. But will civilization get comfortablewith her?

Non-fiction focus: Understanding fact files – learning about cities and comparing information on
cities and rural environments.

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Ordering non-sequential numbers, Number operations – comparing numbers linked to size and measurement, additiona and multiplication
using a calculator
Geometry and Measurement: 3D shapes and their properties, measuring length and width, surface area
Statistics: Estimation and prediction
Money: Comparing costs and values, Managing a budget
Time: – Timing processes related to different experiments, Using a diary to record information over time
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Plants– Plant life cycle, how water is transported throughplants
Electricity - Electrical appliances, electrical circuits, conductors and insulators
Forces – How mechanisms can effect forces, magnets, how things move on different surfaces
Cooking: Using appliances in the kitchen –street food



Summer Half Term 1 – "Living for the city"

P.S.H.E
Emotional Wellbeing - How nature can help us to regulate emotions, what does 'out of control' look like, understanding reasons why people may feel this
way, cartoon conversations and how this can help us understand how peoplefeeland why

RSE – Consent – understanding saying no –communicating that you don't want or like something –accepting that someone may say no to you

Life Skills – Gardening skills and different jobs associated, Recognising danger in the home and when accessing the community

Community – Volunteering, Community projects, Road safety, Impact of prejudice, stereotyping and discrimination,

Creative – Artists and Makers
Alma Thomas

Friedensreich Hundertwasser
Stephen Wiltshire
Creative – Projects

Be an architect- making architectural models
Creating trees

Cityscapes and skylines

Exploring the World
Our city – Looking at London – famous landmarks 

and places to visit, how to get around, key 
historical events in London

Exploring and comparing cities –what is it like for 
people living in different cities?

Famous faces – Famous scientists throughout 
history – history of electricity and machines, 

forces and friction

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Athletics

PE Individual Skills: Athletics/Bikes/Scooters
Motor Skills:mosaics, paper aeroplanes, dot to 

dots, spot the difference, marble runs, 
tiddlywinks, construction, lego.

Key Dates and Celebrations
Eid al Fitr – 21st April

May Day – 1st May
Golden week and children's day (Japan) - 5th May

Earth Day – 22nd April (celebrating 21st)
Wesak/Buddha Day (Buddhist)- 5th May

King's coronation –6th May
Shavuot/Pentecost (Jewish)- 26th May



Summer Half Term 2 – "Under the Sea"

"Under the Sea" is a song
from Disney's, "The Little
Mermaid," It is influenced by
the calypso style of
the Caribbean which originated
in Trinidad and Tobago, as well
as reggae, which originated
in Jamaica. The song is a plea by
the crab Sebastian imploring Ariel to
remain sea-bound and resist her
desire to become a human in order to
spend her life with Prince Eric, with
whom she has fallen in love. Sebastian
warns of the struggles of human life
while at the same time expounding
the benefits of a care-free life
underwater. However, his plea falls
on deaf ears, as Ariel leaves before
the end of the song.

Communication and literacy
The concept of forests and conservation is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: Lost and Found There once was a boy and one day he found a penguin at his door...
The boy decides the penguin must be lost and tries to return him. But no one seems to be missing a
penguin. So the boy decides to take the penguin home himself, and they set out in his row boat on a
journey to the South Pole. But when they get there, the boy discovers that maybe home wasn't
what the penguin was looking for after all...

Narrative: The Storm Whale Noi and his father live in a house by the sea, his father works hard as a
fisherman and Noi often has only their six cats for company. So when, one day, he finds a baby
whale washed up on the beach after a storm, Noi is excited and takes it home to care for it. He tries
to keep his new friend a secret, but there's only so long you can keep a whale in the bath without
your dad finding out. Noi is eventually persuaded that the whale has to go back to the sea where
it belongs. For Noi, even though he can't keep it, the arrival of the whale changes his life for
the better - the perfect gift from one friend to another.

Narrative: Somebody swallowed Stanley Everybody has a taste for Stanley - and the other ocean
creatures just keep mistaking him for a delicious treat - but this is no ordinary jellyfish. Most jellyfish
have dangly-gangly tentacles, but Stanley has two handles... Other jellyfish have a magical glow, but
Stanley has stripes... Because Stanley (spoiler alert) is a plastic bag! A beautifully illustrated picture
book with a powerful message about plastic pollution from environmental expert Sarah Roberts.

Non-fiction focus: Debating –how people can persuade us with language

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Number recognition, number operations linked to measurement
Geometry and Measurement: Maps and co-ordinates, using a scale, capacity and volume, symmetry, length, width and perimeter
Statistics: Interpreting information, comparing categoricaldata
Money: Planning a budget for a trip or project
Time: – Number operations with time, units of time, sequencing
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Floating and sinking –Water resistance, properties of materials
States of matter – Comparing solids and liquids, changing states
Classification –sea creatures and their habitats, adaptations
Cooking: Using water in cooking – boiling, dissolving liquids, steaming, thickness of liquids



Summer Half Term 2 – "Under the sea"

P.S.H.E
Emotional Wellbeing - Friendship, coping with loss and saying goodbye, making new friends, How does helping others make us feel? Using animals to help
regulate – therapy animals, celebrating differences, belonging to a group

RSE – Personal safety online –Keeping safe in the community (realand virtual) –strangers and community helpers –publicand private behaviours

Life Skills –Packing and planning a trip. Animal care. Recycling and reusing materials. Reducing carbon footprint

Community – What to do when you are lost, asking for help. Upcycling and volunteering. Sun and open water safety.

Creative – Artists and Makers
Zaria Forman

Mathew Cusick
David Hockney

Creative – Projects
Exploring watercolours

Upcycling projects
Water in art

Exploring the World
Oceans around the world – looking at the earth 

and how much of it is water, how to look after the 
planet

Animal sanctuaries and rescue centres –how 
these support our community.

Visiting the aquarium –planning a trip

Famous faces – explorers of the earth, 
conservationists

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Cricket

PE Individual Skills: Trampoline
Motor Skills: Hama beads, jigsaws, what's 

missing, paper folding, symbol search, feely bag.

Key Dates and Celebrations
Ocean Awareness Day – 8th June

Oak Lodge Concert (World music day same week) 23rd June
Transition Day – 6th July

Sports Day TBC
Garden Wildlife Week - 31st May– 6th June

Hajj (Muslim)-26th June –1st July


